The arrangement of this record series follows the committee and county structure. Some examples of records included are: appointments, reports of special agents, agricultural and industrial surveys, reaction to implementation of the foreign language proclamation, and other defense related activities on the state and local level. A large number of photographs (around one hundred) are included in this section. The major subjects depicted are Iowa's wartime industries and the national shipbuilding effort.
Criminal Records, the third main section, contains 222 folders totaling seven cubic feet. This includes official actions and transcripts in addition to correspondence concerning pardons, discharges, suspensions of sentences, etc. It is broken down by penal institution then alphabetically by specific prisoner. For county cases, the arrangement is by county. In addition to this seven cubic feet there are four cubic feet of extradition files covering the years 1912 to 1921. These files include actions by administrations prior to Harding's.
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